Linguistic Change—

Refutes Evolution,

EUNDAMENTALISTS and evolutionists
sharply disagree over the method of man’s begin-
ning and his status throughout the centuries, buc sel-
dom are ‘the basic concepts of these rwo groups
evaluated in the light of changes in language.

Although observed facts in the area of linguistic
change are limited, there are two solid principles
with which we can work,

First, as far back as linguists can trace language,
they have observed thar several languages stem from
one language in use hundreds of years before”
Tromberti, the twentieth-century Italian linguise,
firmly asserts that all languages have a common ori-
gin® Plato, in one of rhe earliest explanations of
speech, insists that the “artisan of words” is “only he
who keeps in view the name which belongs by na-
ture to each particular thing.” Robertson and Cassidy
correctly interpret this Platonic passage as meaning
there was one “original” language created by “the
ruler of the universe.”” In The ‘Rire of Words and

| Their Meanings, Samuel Reiss offers evidence to

show that "all words pf all languages have an under-

lying kinship.” John Huéhes of Columbia University

concludes that it is “hde impossible that all the lan-

guages of the world descend from a single lan-
g

guage”*' - :

The second principle- of linguistic change about
which we can be sure is this: as language grows
older, it becomes simpler in strucrure. Thrall and
Hibbard state that modern English is so very differ-
ent from Old English because of “the operation of
certain narural tendeacies in language development,
such as the progressive simplification of the gram-

mar.”* For example, Westr Saxon was burdened with -

tense-forms, case-endings, grammatical gender, de-
clensions, and conjugarions almost equal in com-
plexity to those of Latin. The word szome had six
forms (singular: stan, stanes, siane; plural: stanas,
stana, stanum) which represented five cases (instru-
mental, accusative, nominative, genitive, dative).

Verbs as well as pronouns had involved inflectional

systems.” Of all languages, English is one that “most

remarkably” illuscrates change consisting in the loss

of grammatical complexity.” The article on language
: |
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Saspgmr'i?s Genesis

in the World |Bpok Encyclopedia affirms that ic is a
"law of language that a language becomes simpler as
it grows older)” | | |

Such evolurionists as Herbert Spencer and Charles
Darwin, applylng their petr principle of development
from simplicity t0| complexity,” argue that language
began by onomatopoeic or imirative means. Accord-
ing to such "pseudo-evolutionary foolishness” as the
"bow-wow” theory, which is based on nothing but
rampant imagination,’ language began among cave-
men when a hunter was moved to express his happi-

ness over having killed 2 wolf, and was stimulated -

to make aa i
Hughes c«
not go throug

itation of the wolf’s call,
ends that the whole human race did
cave-dwelling srage, and thar o as-
sume such is a }T’inadquately founded hyporthesis.” *
_He continues noring thar "primitive gruntss’ are
noc the basis |of language bur, rather, are “merely
" fragments from a more elaborate . . . language.” ™ In
summing up |z discussion of rhe onomatopoeic
theory, Roberfson and Cassidy conclude thatr it
“claims too much.™
Alchough a| scientifically observed principle of
linguistic change is from complexity to simplicity,
psendo sciendsts would have us believe thar they
follow scund scientific principles when arriving at
their evolutignary = conclusions; then, however,
boldly ignore this linguistic fact because it disagrees
with their unfpunded evolutionistic theory of devel-
opment from simplicity to complexity.
Nor is this the only problem the evolutionist must

consider. Whes
‘change and th
their Jogical er

handle 2 com

1 the. observed principle of linguistic
e levolutionistic theory are carried to
ds, he is immediately faced with. the

lex language. Trying to harmonize

problem of ex?aining how a “simple animal” could

such incompati

Preposterous.
The fundam

e principles obviously would be

enralist, on the other hand, finds his

position sound

ments concerni

two linguistic
According t

hen he compares the Biblical stare-

ringiples observed earlier.
{the first and second chapters of
[l To page 21

n.%‘g the | change of language with the
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Linguistic Change
(From page 14)

. Genesis, God created man 2 mature adult with 1
ability to speak and understand 2 language. Becay
“Adam in the beginning was created fuily develop
“he, unlike Darwin's simple cell, had a mental
pacity thar allowed b

guistic parern of change from complexity to s
plicity. ' :

%

vim 0 handle a complex Ipn-
guage. This Biblical asscrion perfectly fits the li

(1]
=
)

The Bible also states that before the tower of Ba-
bel there was gne language™; this language, fully de-
veloped, was used by God, Adam, and Eve. At the
tower of Babel the one language was confounded

This Biblical account supporting one original
guage is in complete agreement with the scien
cally observed principle thar several languages ¢
from one parent language more complex in struct
than themselves. w

Such comparibility of the Bible and true scientific | |
facts is not accidental; both have their origin in|the

same Source, Jesus Christ. .
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