SERMON OUTLINE

1-14-12

GOD LOVES HIS ANIMALS
(SMOKEY, THE MIRACLE POODLE)

SCRIPTURE: ECCL. 3:19- MAN AND ANIMALS HAVE ONE BREATH.

I. GOD CREATED FISH, BIRDS, AND ANIMALS, DAYS 5 & 6. GEN. 1.

A. EVERYTHING WAS VERY GOOD.

B. ECCL. 3:19; 12:7- BREATH GOES BACK TO GOD AT DEATH.

II. GOD PERFORMS MIRACLES FOR HIS ANIMALS:

A. SMOKEY, THE HEVENERS’ TOY POODLE.
1. A STRAY THAT SOMEONE DROPPED.

2. HE WAS THIRSTY, HUNGRY, DIRTY, MATTED AND NEEDED MUCH CARE.

3. TAKEN TO VET FOR CHECK-UP.  BAD TEETH THAT WERE POISONING HIS BODY.

4. HAD BAD HEART. VET COULDN’T PULL HIS TEETH BECAUSE OF THE WEAK CONDITION OF HIS HEART.

5. TAKEN BACK TO VET FOR HEART CHECK AND VET SAID, “THIS IS ONLY THE SECOND MIRACLE THAT I HAVE SEEN IN MY MANY YEARS OF PRACTICE.  SMOKEY’S HEART IS REGULAR AND STRONG.  HIS HEAR IS PERFECT.”

6. HIS TEETH WERE REMOVED.

7. IN LATE DECEMBER, 2011, HE HAD A STROKE. HIS HEAD MOVED FROM SIDE TO SIDE UNCONTROLLABLY, HE COULDN’T STAND, HE COULDN’T WALK, AND CELIA, MY WIFE, HAD TO FEED AND WATER HIM WITH A MEDICINE DROPPER FOR A PERIOD OF TIME.

8. CELIA TOOK HIM TO THE VET, WHO GAVE US LITTLE OR NO HOPE THAT HE WOULD LIVE, AND, WOULD MOST CERTAINLY, NOT BE LIKELY TO REGAIN NORMAL HEALTH.

9. ONE NIGHT FILLMER THOUGHT SMOKEY HAD DIED WHEN HE WAS STRETCHED OUT AS IF HE WERE DEAD.

10. NEEDLESS TO SAY, CELIA AND 

     FILLMER PRAYED OFTEN FOR HIS  

    RECOVERY.

11. GRADUALLY HE BEGAN TO WALK, HIS SHAKING, DROOPING HEAD GOT BETTER, HE BEGAN TO EAT AND DRINK ON HIS OWN.

12. PRAYER CONTINUES, AND TODAY, AFTER SOME TWO WEEKS, SMOKEY IS A NORMAL TOY POODLE BRINGING JOY INTO THE LIFE OF FILLMER AND CELIA HEVENER.

13. THIS FULL RECOVERY WAS THE SECOND MIRACLE THAT GOD PERFORMED FOR SMOKEY.

14. YES, GOD LOVES HIS ANIMALS AND HEARS PRAYERS FOR THEM.

15. IN FACT, THERE IS A THIRD MIRACLE; CELIA WAS SECRETLY WISHING FOR A SMALL HOUSE-DOG, AND GOD SENT HER SMOKEY. THANK YOU GOD!

III. ALL NATURE, INCLUDING ANIMALS, IMPACTED BY SIN AND DEATH. GEN. 3:18.

A. BEASTS, AS WELL AS MAN, CRY OUT TO GOD FOR HELP. JOEL 1: 18-20,

B. LET ALL THINGS WITH BREATH PRAISE GOD. PS. 150:6.

C. GOD VALUES SPARROWS. MATT. 10: 29-30.

D. BIRDS OFTEN USED IN BIBLE AS SYMBOLS.

E. JER. 12:9. SPECKLED BIRD SYMBOL OF THE SPOTTEN RELATIONSHIP OF ISRAEL WITH GOD.

F. IS. 40:31.  EAGLES A MODEL OF SPIRITUAL STRENGTH.

G. ANIMALS SHOULD BE TREATED WITH RESPECT AND LOVE. NUM. 21-24. ACCOUNT OF BALAK AND BALAAM,

IV. MAN TO CARE FOR ANIMALS. PROV. 12:10.

V. ANIMALS CAN TEACH US LESSONS IN WORK, DILIGENCE, AND DEDICATION.  ANTS, BEES (BEE HAS TO WORK FOR 10 HOURS TO GATHER ONE THIMBLE FULL OF HONEY.)

VI. TRUE STORY OF CAT THAT DIALED 911 WHEN HIS MASTER WAS SEMI-CONSCIOUS.

VII. IN HEAVEN, ANIMALS WILL HAVE NATURE OF LOVE, NOT AGGRESSION TOWARD OTHERS. ROM. 8:20; IS. 65:25.

A. WOLF AND LAMB WILL LIE DOWN TOGETHER.

B. SAME THING TOOK PLACE IN WARWICKSHIRE ENGLAND, 2003. WHEN A FEMALE GREYHOUND TOOK OVER THE ADOPTION OF ANY AND EVERY KIND OF ANIMAL BROUGHT TO THE AMIMAL SANCTUARY.  SHE MOTHERED: RABBITS, FOXES, PUPPIES, A BADGER, AND OTHER TYPES OF STRAYS.

1. THIS SHOWS, IN A SMALL WAY, HOW THE SINFUL NATURE OF ANIMALS WILL BE EVEN MORE DRAMATICALLY CHANGED IN HEAVEN.

2. POEM: “A STUMP FOR A TAIL.”

1. WHEN THE POET BOUGHT A BROWN-EYED PUPPY, HE ALSO BOUGHT FRIENDSHIP, LOVE, FAITH, AND HAPPINESS.

2. THE LOVE OF OUR PETS IS JUST A SAMPLING OF GOD’S LOVE FOR US.

3. HOW CAN YOU SHOW YOUR LOVE FOR GOD?  BY CARING FOR HIS NEEDY CREATURES, HUMAN AND ANIMAL.

CONCLUSION: YES, GOD LOVES HIS ANIMALS!  DO YOU?

