CHRIST’S BRIDE, HIS CHURCH (PEOPLE)

10-8-11

I. WHO IS CHRIST’S BRIDE?

A. HIS PEOPLE (HIS CHURCH).

B. EPH. 5: 19-32.

1. HUSBAND/WIFE RELATIONSHIP DEVELOPED BY APOSTLE PAUL.

2. CHURCH IS SUBJECT TO CHRIST AS WIFE IS SUBJECT TO HUSBAND.

3. MEN SHOULD LOVE THEIR WIVES AS CHRIST LOVED THE CHURCH.

4. MEN SHOULD LOVE WIVES AS THEIR OWN FLESH.

5. THE MYSTERY OF MARRIAGE (BECOMING ONE) IS ALSO A MYSTERY BETWEEN CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE.) V. 32.

II. PARABLES USED IN ANCIENT LITERATURE; CHRIST BRILLANTLY USED PARABLES TO TEACH MORAL LESSONS.

A. OLD TESTAMENT PARABLE: 11 SAM. 12.  RICH MAN AND POOR MAN.  EACH OWNED LAMB.

B. RICH MAN TOOK PERSONAL LAMB OF POOR MAN RATHER THAN SLAUGHTER ONE OF HIS.

C. DAVID CONDEMNS HIMSELF.

D. PARABLE- SHORT NARRATIVE TEACHING MORAL LESSON.

III. WEDDING FEAST.

A. KING STAGED A WEDDING FEAST FOR HIS SON. MATT. 22.

B. FIRST INVITED FRIENDS, WHO REFUSED TO COME.

C. NEXT, KING SENT OUT OTHER SERVANTS TO INVITE MORE FRIENDS.  THEY, TOO REFUSED TO COME.

D. THESE FIRST INVITEES WERE THE JEWS.

E. KING EXTENDS INVITATION TO NON-FRIENDS (NON-JEWS), GENTILES.

F. THE INVITATION IS EXTENDED TO ALL.

IV. ONE MAN CAME TO FEAST IMPROPERLY DRESSED.  THE KING WANTS TO KNOW WHY. 

A. THIS MAN LACKED THE CLOAK OF CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS TO COVER HIS SINS.

B. TEXTS DESCRIBING THE KIND OF CLOTHING WE MUST WEAR TO THE WEDDING FEAST (CHRIST’S RETURN.): ROM. 13:14; COL. 3:12; 1 PETER 5:5; REV. 19: 7-9.

C. THOSE WITHOUT PROPER CLOTHING WILL BE CAST INTO OUTER DARKNESS: MATT. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; 13:50; 24:51; LUKE 12:46.

V. WE HAVE 2 CHOICES: ETERNAL LIFE OR ETERNAL DEATH.

VI. HEB.3:15- TODAY, HEAR CHRIST’S VOICE AND ACCEPT HIS INVITATION TO THE WEDDING FEAST, ETERNAL LIFE GIVEN AT HIS SECOND COMING.  WE ACCEPT THIS INVITATION BY FAITH IN CHRIST’S PROMISES TO CLEANSE US FROM ALL SIN AND SAVE US IN HIS ETERNAL HEAVEN.

