HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

12-1-12

2 TIM. 2:15.

(INTRODUCTION) WE:

1. READ A NEWSPAPER (USUALLY CASUALLY).

2. STUDY: FOR ACADEMIC EXAM. (SOMETIMES ORAL AND WRITTEN.)

3. FOR LIFE’S EXAM. (BIBLE) (ETERNAL   

    CONSEQUENCES.)

4. CHRIST IS OUR TEACHER AND HIS WORD IS OUR TEXTBOOK.  For example, Christ is "the light of the world" (John 8:12), but also, "the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light" (Proverbs 6:23). Similarly Jesus said, "I am the bread of life" (John 6:35), but He also said, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God" (Luke 4:4).
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I. ASSUMPTIONS TO BRING TO READING THE BIBLE:

0. READER SEARCHING FOR TRUTH.

1. ALL OF THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD TO MANKIND. (INSPIRATION.)

2. ACCEPTING THE PREMISE THAT MAN IS SUBJECT TO DEATH AND NEEDS A SAVIOR.

3. ONE AUTHOR, SPEAKING THROUGH HIS PROPHETS, APOSTLES, AND DISCIPLES.

A. AUTHOR IS INTELLIGENT AND NON-CONTRADICTORY.

B. AUTHOR HAS SERIOUS (NON-FRIVOLOUS) PURPOSE IN WRITING TO HIS CHILDREN.

C. AUTHOR’S PURPOSE IS TO BRING TRUTH AND CLARIFICATION CONCERNING PURPOSE OF LIFE AND OPTIONS FOR MAN’S FUTURE.

D. AUTHOR VALUES HIS CREATION, LOVES MANKIND.

E. AUTHOR WANTS BEST FOR HIS CHILDREN.

F. STUDYING IS NOT SAME AS READING.

4. BIBLE IS BEST SOURCE FOR FINDING ANSWERS TO SUCH QUESTIONS AS:

A. IS THERE AN INTELLIGENT CREATOR? (VS. CHANCE.)

B. WHERE DID MAN COME FROM? 

C. WHERE DID LIFE COME FROM?

D. WHY IS THERE DEATH?

E. IS THERE HOPE FOR ETERNAL LIFE?

F. WHAT IS THE BEST PLAN IN LIFE FOR FINDING IMMEDIATE AND ETERNAL HAPPINESS?

G. WILL THERE BE A JUDGMENT? IF SO, WHAT WILL BE THE STANDARD AGAINST WHICH WE SHALL BE TRIED?

II. THREE POINTS TO CONSIDER WHEN STUDYING A PASSAGE:

1. WHAT ISSUE IS BEING ADDRESSED?)

A. AVOID CULTURAL BIAS (SABBATH), (DEATH= LIFE.)

2. WHAT LITERARY DEVICE(S)/ ARGUMENTATIVE/ RHETORICAL DEVISES USED?  (FACTS, FIGURE OF SPEECH (SIMILE, METAPHOR, PERSONIFICATION, ETC.), PARABLE, QUOTATIONS FROM AUTHORITIES, PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, ETC.?)

3. WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? (INTERPRETATION.)

A. KEEP IN CONTEXT.

B. USE ORIGINAL BIBLE DEFINITIONS (HEBREW OR GREEK) IF A PASSAGE SEEMS TO BE AT ODDS WITH OTHER BIBLICAL PASSAGES.

C. SEVERAL EXAMPLES:

D.  FOR EVER- HEB. OLAM= NOT WITHOUT END, BUT “PERMANENTLY” OR “UNTIL ITS END HAS BEEN ACHIEVED.”)  

1. (EX. SERVANT TO SERVE MASTER FOR EVER.

2.  SODOM BURNED WITH ETERNAL FIRE. JUDE 1:7. LUKE 17:29- SODOM DESTROYED.

3.  LOVE MUCH MORE THAN PHYSICAL ATTRACTION; INCLUDES  QUALITIES OF LOVE SUCH AS: KINDNESS, RESPECT, GENEROSITY, COMFORTING, COMPASSION, WEEPING WITH AND REJOICING WITH, ETC.)

III. EXAMPLES THAT WE SHALL STUDY:

A. GENESIS 1:1. (SAY (RESTATEMENT), 

B. DO (DESCRIPTION), 

C. MEAN?) (INTERPRETATION).

D. JOHN 1:1. (SAY, DO, MEAN?)

E. PS. 23: 1-6) (POETRY,  (IF TIME) SYMBOLIC, FIGURE OF SPEECH (METAPHOR.)

   ( SAY (RESTATEMENT)

   (DO: DESCRIPTION)

   (MEAN: INTERPRETATION)

CONCLUSION: 

1. GOD WANTS BEST FOR HIS CHILDREN.

2. BIBLE IS GOD’S ROADMAP TO THIS LIFE.

3. BIBLE GOD’S ROADMAP TO ETERNAL LIFE.

4. COME TO BIBLE WITH DESIRE TO KNOW GOD’S WILL.

5. FOLLOW: “KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS.”

6. TRUST YOUR LIFE TO GOD, WHO WANTS THE BEST FOR YOU (LONG TERM, ETERNALLY.)

   7.  STUDY, DON’T JUST READ YOUR ROADMAP THAT DIRECTS YOU TO ETERNAL LIFE WITH CHRIST.

