SERMON OUTLINE

12-22-12

THE SECULAR ATTACK ON RELIGION

(TRYING TO ADJUST GOD’S MORAL COMPASS WILL LEAD TO DISASTER)

SCRIPTURE: GEN. 6:11-13,  VIOLENCE.

INTRODUCTION: 1. COMPASS ILLUSTRATION.

A. WE CANNOT CHANGE THE GOD-CREATED MAGNETIC POLE.

B. WE CANNOT CHANGE GOD’S MORAL COMPASS.

C. DECALOGUE + GOLDEN RULE.

                                  2. 1-4- RELATE TO GOD;

       5-10- RELATE TO MAN.

3. T.S. ELIOTT WROTE A POEM TITLED THE “HOLLOW MEN.”

A. BUT MAN WILL NOT STAY HOLLOW FOR LONG.  SOMETHING WILL FILL THAT VACUUM.

B. WHEN HUMANISM AND MATERIALISM SUCCEEDED IN DETHRONING GOD’S COMPASS, THE GODS OF MODERN MAN.

C.  THAT HOLLOW VACUUM WAS FILLED WITH A FALSE COMPASS, DISTORTING GOD’S COMPASS AND REPLACING IT WITH THE FOOLISH COMPASS OF MAN FILLED THE VACUUM.

II. NEWTOWN, CONN., -FEW DAYS AGO, 28 PEOPLE KILLED BY ONE MAN.  20 OF THE DEAD WERE CHILDREN.

III. WHY? 

1. TOO MANY GUNS AVAILABLE, 

(CONSTITUTION GUARANTEES RIGHT OF INDIVIDUAL TO BEAR ARMS; SUPREME COURT HAS UPHELD THIS 2ND. AMENDMENT RIGHT.)  THE FIRST THING A NATIONAL LEADER (WITH DICTATORIAL AMBITIONS) WANTS IS TO KEEP GUNS OUT OF THE HANDS OF CITIZENS.         

2. IMPROPER SCREENING FOR MENTAL STABILITY BEFORE GUNS ARE ALLOWED TO BE  PURCHASED? (NOW, LESS THAN 1% OF FELONY DEFENDANTS RAISE AN INSANITY DEFENSE, AND A TINY FRACTION OF THOSE SUCCEED.)

3. IMPROPER SCREENING OF FORMER CRIMINALS BEFORE THEY MAY PURCHASE GUNS? (TIGHTER SCREENING MAY HELP SOME.)

4. TOO WEAK SECURITY IN PUBLIC PLACES?  THIS COULD HAVE A MINISCULE IMPACT ON VIOLENCE; IT MOST CERTAINLY COULD NOT STOP IT.

5. NOTICE:  ALL SUCH SUGGESTIONS  ATTACK THE PROCESS, NOT THE ROOT CAUSE OF VIOLENCE.

6. IMPLEMENTING THESE COSTLY PROCESSES (MOSTLY BAND-AID METHODS), MAY HELP A BIT, BUT THEY ARE NOT THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION TO OUR PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE IN CIVIL SOCIETY.

7. THE QUESTIONS IS: WHAT IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF SUCH VIOLENCE”
1. AFTER SETTLING ON THE ROOT CAUSE, CAN WE FIND A SOLUTION?
IV. TODAY, WE SHALL EXPLORE SOME POSSIBLE ROOT CAUSES OF SO MUCH VIOLENCE IN OUR SOCIETY.

_______________________________________________

V. MAN HAS BEEN VIOLENT FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. GEN. 6: 11-13 (READ FROM BIBLE)

A. GOD IS AWARE OF OUR BEHAVIOR.

B. WHEN SIN EXCEEDS THE THRESHOLD OF GOD’S WISDOM AND INSTRUCTIONS, THERE IS NO RECOVERY, JUDGMENT FOLLOWS.

VI. ESTABLISH THAT WE ARE INDEED A VIOLENT SOCIETY.

A. A.P. NEWS REPORT (READ).    A. 

B. VA. TECH MASSACRE         B

       B. ANNUAL DEATH RATE CAUSED BY VIOLENCE. C

       C. ABORTIONS:   D.

_____________________________________________________

VII. WHAT  FORCES HAVE MADE A WAR ON THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE AND GOD’S WORD, WHICH TEACHES THAT KILLING IS A SIN LEADING TO ETERNAL DEATH?       
A. THEORY OF MORAL RELATIVISM.

B. ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA, VISUAL AND PRINT:

1. RIGHT YOU ARE IF YOU THINK YOU ARE.

2. NO ABSOLUTES: JOHN DEWEY’S THEORETICAL BASIS FOR EDUCATION.

A. NO ABSOLUTES.

B. ONE ABSOLUTE: ALL IS RELATIVE.

3. WILL JAMES (PRAGMATISM)  IF IT WORKS, IT IS MORAL.

4. LENIN &HITLER- EXALTED THE LIE AS PRAGMATIC AND ATTEMPTED TO DESTROY TRUTH BY PRACTICING RELATIVISM AND ABUSE OF THEIR FELLOW MEN.

VIII. ORIGIN OF MAN:

A. EVOLUTION (CHANCE.) (NO ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: WHERE DID LIFE COME FROM? (IRRATIONAL).

1. IF BY CHANCE, HUMAN LIFE IS 

                       NOTHING SPECIAL.

a. THEREFORE, TAKING THE LIFE OF ANOTHER IS NOT A MAJOR MORAL ISSUE.

b. EXPANDING UNIVERSE PROVES THAT CREATION HAD A BEGINNING IN TIME.

(RATIONAL AND BIBLICAL VIEW:) ETERNAL, INTELLIGENT,  DIVINE CREATOR.

B. ATTEMPTS BY SKEPTICS TO NEUTRALIZE OR OUTRIGHT REJECT GOD’S SUMMARY OF MORAL LAW, THE 10 COMMANDMENTS) HAS HAD ITS CORROSIVE IMPACT ON SOCIETAL CONDUCT. ONE OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS IS: “THOU SHALL NOT MURDER.”) 

A. CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE FOUNDATION OF MANY, PERHAPS MOST, MORAL AND CIVIL CODES.        E

B.  SUPREME COURT DISPLAYS   F

C. MORAL CIVIL CONDUCT AND RELIGION OFTEN OVERLAP.

1. NOT MURDER (A CIVIL DIMENSION AND A RELIGIOUS DIMENSION.)

2. REMOVING THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION SERIOUSLY WEAKENS THE CIVIL DIMENSION. WHY, BECAUSE (IN THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION) GOD IS THE ULTIMATE AUTHORITY WHOSE COMMANDS ARE NOT TO BE IGNORED LEST ONE MEET ETERNAL DEATH IN HIS JUDGMENT BY GOD.

D. SOME PICK AND CHOOSE WHICH OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS THEY WILL KEEP.

E. SOME IGNORE, EVEN MANY CHRISTIANS,  THE 4TH COMMANDMENT, THE 7TH DAY SABBATH.

F. SOME IGNORE THE COMMAND AGAINST MURDER.

G. OTHERS IGNORE THE COMMAND NOT TO COVET THE PROPERTY OF OTHERS.

H. RELATIVISTS.

I. EGO-CENTRISTS. (SELF GOD)

VIII. MATT. 24:37-40- AS IT WAS IN DAYS OF NOAH.

IX. CONCLUSION: WE HAVE SEEN THAT AS MAN SUBSTITUTES HIS VALUES FOR THOSE OF GOD’S, THAT THERE HAS BEEN DECLINE INTO THE MIRE OF MORAL DECAY.

A. AN INCREASE IN VIOLENCE, LACK OF RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE, AND A LACK OF RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD.

B. JONAH- GO TO NINEVEH AND PREACH REPENTANCE.  TODAY WE NEED A JOHAN TO BRING US TO THE REALIZATION THAT MAN IS NOT GOD.

C.  FOLLOWING MAN’S MORAL JUDGMENT LEADS TO SPIRITUAL, MORAL, AND CIVIL DECAY.

D. FOLLOWING GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS TO REPENT, ACCEPT CHRIST AS OUR SAVIOR, AND BE CONVERTED  WILL LEAD TO PEACE, HARMONY, AND, EVENTUALLY, TO LIFE ETERNAL IN OUR HEAVENLY HOME.

E. IT WAS CHRIST WHO SAID: “IF YOU LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS.” 

F. DO YOU LOVE CHRIST?  WILL YOU FOLLOW HIS COMMANDS? WILL YOU INCREASE HARMONY IN SOCIETY? WILL YOU LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN?

G. SO WHAT IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF VIOLENCE? DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD’S COMMANDS!  

H. PRAY FOR CONVERSION.

