SERMON OUTLINE

12-3-11

SAMSON: ONE’S CHOICES DO MATTER

                 SCRIPTURE: JUDGES 13:7

I. SAMSON CALLED TO BE DEDICATED TO GOD: JUDGES 13.

A. MATT. 6:33, SEEK FIRST KINGDOM OF GOD.

B. LUKE 16:13, ONE CANNOT SERVE TWO MASTERS.
C. 1 COR. 10:31, WHATSOEVER ONE EATS, DRINKS. OR WHATSOEVER HE DOES, IT SHOULD BE TO GLORIFY GOD.
II. GOD CALLED HEBREWS TO BE SPECIAL PEOPLE, AN EXAMPLE TO HEATHEN NATIONS AROUND THEM.

A. GOD WANTED TO BLESS THEM IN ALL WAYS.

B. PLACED AT CROSSROADS OF THEN K OWN WORLD.

C. GOD’S BLESSINGS DEPENDED UPON ISRAEL’S COMPLETE DEVOTION TO SERVING HIM.

III. SAMSON DEDICATED A NAZARITE.
A. TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL GRAPE PRODUCTS. (A SIGN OF SELF-DENIAL AND DEVOTION TO GOD.)

B. TO OBSTAIN FROM CUTTING HAIR.

C. TO OBSTAIN FROM TOUCHING THE DEAD.

D. SAMSON FAILED IN ALL THREE AREAS.

IV. SOME LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM SAMSON:

A. PUT OBEDIENCE (PREPRATION FOR ETERNITY) TO GOD AT TOP OF VALUE SYSTEM.

B. DENY FLESHLY LUSTS, WHICH LEAD TO HEARTACHE AND DEATH.

C. BE OPEN TO WISE ADVICE, THAT LEADS TO LIFE.
V. SAMSON’S LIFE:

A. JUDGED 20 YEARS; 15TH JUDGE.

B. BIRTH OF SAMSON, JUDGES 13.

C. SAMSON’S MARRIAGE, JUDGES 14.

1. SAMSON’S RIDDLE.

D. SAMSON TROUBLES THE PHILISTINES. JUDGES 15. 

E. SAMSON GOES TO GAZA. JUDGES 16.

1. SAMSON AND DELILAH.

2. SAMSON DIES.

VI. CONCLUSION: SAMSON COULD NOT SERVE TWO MASTERS, SELF AND GOD.  HIS LIFE ENDED TRAGICALLY BECAUSE HE PUT SELF BEFORE DEVOTION TO GOD.  BROTHER, SISTER, ARE YOU FOLLOWING IN SAMSON’S FOOTSTEPS BY PUTTING SELF BEFORE OBEDIENCE TO AND FAITH IN GOD?  IF SO, ASK CRIST TO GIVE YOU THE POWER TO TURN YOUR VALUES AROUND AND TO PREPARE YOU FOR GREATER SERVICE IN THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT.  BLESSINGS, PASTOR FILLMER HEVENER, WWW.GUTHRIEMEMORIAL.ORG. 

