SERMON OUTLINE

2-23-13

TEACH ME TO PRAY

SCRIPTURE: MATT. 6: 7,8.

I. EXAMPLES OF SIMPLE, POINTED PRAYERS. (3)

II. MATT. 6:4- GOD SEES IN OUR PRIVATE TIME, BUT HE REWARDS US OPENLY.

III. DO NOT PRAY TO BE SEEN BY OTHERS. MATT. 6:5-15.

IV. DON’T TALK ON AND ON.  WE ARE NOT HEARD FOR OUR WORDINESS. MATT. 6.

V. PRAYER DEFINED-  SENDING MESSAGES TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER AND LISTENING FOR AND WAITING FOR HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO RESPOND.

VI. MATT. 26.

A. CHRIST GOES TO GETHSEMANE TO PRAY.

B. HE TAKES WITH HIM, PETER, JAMES, AND JOHN.

C. CHRIST ASKS THEM TO PRAY FOR HIM WHILE HE GOES AHEAD AND PRAYS PERSONALLY.

D. THREE TIMES CHRIST COMES TO CHECK ON THEM, AND THREE TIMES THEY ARE SLEEPING.

VII. PRIVATE PRAYERS MAY BE LONGER; PUBLIC PRAYERS SHOULD BE SHORTER.

A. EXAMPLE OF HOW TO FRAME A PUBLIC PRAYER. MATT. 6: 9-13.

1. INITIAL ADDRESS TO GOD.

2. FIRST REQUEST.

3. SECOND REQUEST.

4. THIRD REQUEST.

5. FOURTH REQUEST.

6. FIFTH REQUEST.

7. SIXTH REQUEST.

8. DOXOLOGY.

B. CHARACTERISTICS OF LORD’S PRAYER:

1. SIMPLE.

2. COMPREHENSIVE.

3. HONORS GOD.

4. APPEALS TO GOD TO FILL OUR HUMAN NEEDS (NOT OUR WANTS.)

VIII. SOME REQUIREMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE PRAYERS.

A. OBEY GOD’S LAW. PROV. 28:9.

B. SEARCH FOR TRUTH. 11 KINGS 20: 3-5.

C. WE CANNOT HARBOR GRUDGES IN OUR HEARTS. PS. 66:18.

D. CARE FOR POOR. PROV. 21:13.

E. SHOW REPENTANCE. JONAH 3: 8-10.

F. CORPORATE PRAYER EFFECTIVE. ACTS 12:5.

G. SIN CANNOT BE CHERISHED IN OUR LIVES. IS. 59: 1,2.

H. MUST BELIEVE THAT GOD CAN AND WILL DO WHAT HE PROMISES. MARK 11:14.

IX. WE MUST PRAY IN GOD’S WILL.

A. MATT. 26:39.

B. CHRIST PRAYED THAT THE CUP OF DEATH MIGHT PASS FROM HIM IF POSSIBLE, BUT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE.

C. WE ALWAYS MUST PRAY THAT GOD’S WILL BE DONE IN WHATEVER REQUEST WE MAKE.

CONCLUSION: “DEAR LORD, BE GOOD TO ME…,

                              THE SEA IS SO WIDE, AND MY BOAT IS 

                              SO SMALL.”  IRISH FISHERMAN’S PRAYER.

