SERMON OUTLINE

5-5-12

DEDICATION IS HONORED BY GOD

SCRIPTURE: 1 SAM. 1: 20-22

I. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT SEE, WEIGH, OR MEASURE DEDICATION, IT IS AN ESSENTIAL INGREDENT IN THE INDIVIDUAL’S CHRISTIAN SERVICE.

A. SAMUEL- DEDICATED PRIEST/PROPHET OF GOD.

B. LED ISRAEL AWAY FROM IDOL WORSHIP.

C. LED ISRAEL TO VICTORY OVER PHILISTINES, WHO HAD BEEN TROUBLING ISRAEL FOR OVER 40 YEARS.

II. SOME EXAMPLES OF DEDICATION IN LIFE:

A. DAVID LIVINGSTON- PIONEER MISSIONARY TO AFRICA.

1. WALKED OVER 29,000 MILES.

2. WIFE DIED EARLY IN THEIR MINISTRY.

3. MINISTERED HALF BLIND.

4. “SEVER ME FROM ANY TIE BUT THE TIE THAT BINDS ME TO YOUR SERVICE.”

B. FRITZ KERISLER- VIOLINIST-  DAY AFTER DAY AND WEEK AFTER WEEK HE PRACTICED HIS VIOLIN.  HE MISSED GOING TO MANY PLACES AND DOING MANY OTHER THINGS BECAUSE OF HIS DEDICATION TO PRACTICING.

1. “THE ROAD THAT I TRAVELED WAS NARROW AND THE WAY WAS HARD.”

2. A WOMAN RUSHED UP TO KREISLER AND SAID: “ I WOULD GIVE MY LIFE TO PLAY AS BEAUTIFULLY AS YOU DO.” KREISLER RESPONDED:”I DID.”

III. BIBLE WRITERS WHO ADDRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF DEDICATION:

A. DAVID, PS. 31:5; JOB 5:8; ACTS 14:23; PS. 84:12; ROM. 6:17; 2 TIM. 1:12; PROV. 16:3; IS. 26:3.

IV. OTHER PEOPLE DEMONSTRATING DEDICATION:

A. BOBBY RICHARDSON- “DEAR GOD, YHOUR WILL, NOTHING MORE, NOTHING LESS, AMEN.”

B. PHILIPS BROOKS- “IT DOES NOT TAKE GREAT MEN TO DO GREAT THINGS; IT ONLY TAKES CONSECRATED MEN.”

C. C.T. STUDD- GAVE AWAY HIS FORTUNE TO BECOME A MISSIONARY.

D. LT. MICHAEL DOWLING AND HIS 150 SOLDIERS WERE DETERMINED TO KNOCK OUT 4 LARGE GERMAN GUN BATTERIES DURING WWII.  THEY CRAWLED THROUGH MINE FIELDS AND TRIP-WIRES. THE MEN SUCCEEDED, BUT MANY LOST THEIR LIVES, INCLUDING LT. DOWLING. IF WE WILL GIVE OUR LIVES FOR OUR COUNTRY, SHOULDN’T WE BE WILLING TO DO THE SAME FOR OUR CREATOR AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST?

E. JOHN 19: 15-18- CHRIST’S EXAMPLE.

V. WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF DEDICATION TO CHRIST?  IS IT THE LEVEL WITH WHICH HE IS SATISFIED?  IF NOT, WHY NOT REDIDCATE YOUR LIFE TODAY TO ONE OF FULL SERVICE TO HIM.

REMEMBER, A WIFE WHO IS 90% FAITHFUL TO HER HUSBAND, IS NOT FAITHFUL!  ANY CHRISTIAN WHO IS 90% FAITHFUL, IS NOT FAITHFUL TO CHRIST!

