SERMON OUTLINE

6-25-11

WORSHIP THE CREATOR, NOT THE CREATED

SCRIPTURE: ROM. 1:25

THESIS: THE UNIVERSE HAD A BEGINNING AND WAS CREATED BY THE WORD OF THE ETERNAL GOD, JEHOVAH.

I. PANTHEISM-  BELIEF THAT ALL THINGS ARE GOD; NATURE SHOULD BE WORSHIPED.

A. PAN, GREEK-  ALL

B. THEOS, GREEK- GOD

MEANING, ALL IS GOD.

II. NEW PAGANISM- WORSHIP THE GODESS, MOTHER EARTH.  THIS BELIEF IS CALLED “GAIA.”  IT CONSIDERS CHRISTIANITY ITS MAJOR ENEMY.

A. WHY?  CHRISTIANITY TEACHES THAT THERE WAS A BEGINNING TO THE UNIVERSE, THAT THE ETERNAL GOD CREATED NATURE, THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.

B. AL GORE PRAISES EASTERN RELIGIONS AND POINTS OUT THAT THE THEISM OF CHRISTIANITY WILL NOT ACCEPT THE WORSHIP OF NATURE AND THE “ORGANIZED GODDESS” OF GAIA, OR NATURE ITSELF.

C. COL. 2:6-10:  BIBLE WARNS NOT TO ACCEPT VAIN PHILOSOPHY AND HUMAN TRADITIONS AND UNDERSTANDING.

D. REV. 11:18-  MAN IS TO CONSERVE NATURE BUT IS NOT TO WORSHIP NATURE.

III. ROM. 1: 16-25-  PAUL WARNS OF THOSE WHO WOULD WORSHIP THE CREATED RATHER THAN THE CREATED.

IV. SOME REASONS WHY MEN REJECT THE IDEA OF A CREATOR:

A. THEY CONSIDER THEMSELVES THE HIGHEST AUTHROITY AND DO NOT WISH TO BE SUBJECT TO A HIGHER POWER. 

B. THEY DON’T WANT TO ADMIT THAT THEY WILL BE JUDGED BY THEIR CREATOR.

C. WILLINGLY IGNORANT BECAUSE SUCH IGNORANCE IS BLISSFUL.

D. THEY ARE PROUD. IS. 2: 6-12.

V. FREDMAN, LEMAITRE, HOYLE, AND EDWIN HUBBLE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE UNIVERSE HAD A BEGINNING.

1. HOYLE CALLED IT THE “BIG BANG.”

2. THE “BIG BANG” BEGINNING WAS NOT A RANDOM EXPLOSION, WHICH CREATED ORGANIZATION, IT WAS A CONTROLLED POWER OF GOD THAT BROUGHT ORDER AND ORGANIZATION TO HIS NEW CREATION, DESCRIBED IN GEN. 1-3.

B. UNIVERSE IS RAPIDLY EXPANDING.

C. REVERSING THE EXPANSION BRINGS THE EARTH AND UNIVERSE BACK TO A POINT OF BEGINNING.

D. KALAM PRINCIPLE-  EVERYTHING THAT BEGINS TO EXIST HAS A CAUSE.

1. THE UNIVERSE HAD A BEGINNING; THEREFORE, THE UNIVERSE HAD A CAUSE.

2. GEN. 1:1- THAT CAUSE WAS GOD.

3. SEE ALSO: HEBREWS 11: 2,3; PS. 33:6-9; JOHN 1:3. 

VI. WHEN CHRISENDOM DECIDED TO IGNORE THE 4TH COMMANDMENT, IT LEFT A VACUUM INTO WHICH CREPT SKEPTICISM AND DARWINISM, AND PANTHEISM.

A. THIS COMMANDMENT IDENTIFIES GOD AS THE ETERNAL CREATOR.

B. THE CREATOR MADE THE WORLD AND ALL WITHIN IT IN SIX DAYS AND RESTED THE SEVENTH.

C. THAT THERE IS AN ETERNAL, ALL-POWERFUL GOD WHO CREATED AND DESIGNED EVERYTHING IS MUCH MORE RATIONAL THAN THE BELIEF THAT CHANCE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL, INCLUDING HUMAN, ANIMAL, AND PLANT LIFE.

VII. CONCLUSION: GEN. 1:1.  “IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.”

