SERMON OUTLINE

7-9-11

“COMMUNION”

SCRIPTURE: 1 COR. 11:26.  “AS OFTEN (WHENEVER) YOU EAT THIS BREAD AND DRINK THIS CUP, YE DO SHOW THE LORD’S DEATH TILL HE COME.”

I. CHRIST SET NO SPECIAL TIME TO OBSERVE THE COMMUNION SERVICE, ALSO KNOWN AS THE “LAST SUPPER.”  (IT IS THIS PASTOR’S DESIRE TO FOCUS THE FLOCK’S ATTENTION ON CHRIST’S GREAT SACRIFICE AND THE SYMBOLS OF THAT SACRIFICE, AS WELL AS HIS SECOND COMING, AT LEAST ONCE PER QUARTER.)  SEE SCRIPTURE TEXT, ABOVE.

II. JOHN 12: CHRIST PREDICTS HIS DEATH WHICH IS SOON TO TAKE PLACE.  HE IS TRYING TO PREPARE HIS FOLLOWERS FOR THIS MOMENTUS EVENT!

III. JOHN 13: ORDINANCE OF HUMILITY, FOOT WASHING EVENT RECORDED.

A. WATER SYMBOL OF CLEANSING 

     FROM SIN, DYING TO SELF, AND BEING 

     ADOPTED INTO FAMILY OF CHRIST.

A. “BEFORE THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER.” (NOTE: THIS SUPPER IS NOT CONSIDERED THE PASSOVER FEAST BY JOHN.)  IT IS HELD “BEFORE” THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER.”

B.  CHRIST EXPLANIS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FOOT WASHING TO PETER.

C. BELIEVERS IN CHRIST ARE TO FOLLOW CHRIST’S EXAMPLE AND WASH THE FEET OF OTHERS. V. 15.

IV. EAT BREAD- SYMBOL OF CHRIST’S BROKEN BODY. 1 COR. 11.

V. DRINK JUICE- SYMBOL OF CHRIST’S SPILLED BLOOD. 1 COR. 11.

VI. CONCLUSION: PARTAKING IN FOOT WASHING, EATING THE UNLEAVENED BREAD, AND DRINKING THE GRAPE JUICE ARE SYMBOLS OF OUR ACCEPTING CHRIST’S SACRIFICE FOR OUR SINS AND OUR ACCEPTANCE INTO THE HEAVENLY FAMILY OF GOD.  

A. WE ARE, THEREFORE, TO PUT AWAY OUR SINFUL LIFE AND WALK IN A NEWNESS OF LIFE THROUGH THE HELP OF CHRIST, WHO GIVES US POWER TO OVERCOME ALL TEMPTATIONS. PHILLIPAIANS 4:13.

