SERMON OUTLINE

7-16-11

“YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY,” PART II

DID WOMEN TAKE LEADERSHIP ROLES IN EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH?  YES!

I. PHEBE- PILLAR OF EARLY CHURCH.

A. ROMANS 16: 1,2: (SEE YOUNG’S LITERAL TRANSLATION).

1. CALLED A MINISTRANT (PASTOR, CLERGY, MINISTER.)

2. PAUL CALLS HER A  “LEADER OF MANY” AND OF “MYSELF.” (NOTE: SHE MINISTERED TO PAUL, A MAN.)

II. BOTH MEN AND WOMEN TO PRAY AND PROPHESY IN CHURCH, 1 COR. 11: 4,5. 

A. WOMEN’S HEAD TO BE COVERED WHILE DOING SO; THEIR HEAD COVERING IS THEIR HAIR, V. 15.

III. QUALIFICATIONS FOR WOMEN DEACONS SAME AS FOR MEN DEACONS. 1 TIM. 3: 8-13. “IN THE SAME WAY (THIS PHRASE REFERS BACK TO DEACONS) THE WOMEN (DEACONS) ARE TO BE WORTHY OF RESPECT, ETC.” (NOTE: THE WORD “DEACONESS” IS NOT IN THE BIBLE; BOTH MALES AND FEMALES WHO SERVE IN THIS OFFICE MUST MEET THE SAME QUALIFICATIONS.  FOR EXAMPLE, TODAY WE CALL A DOCTOR, DOCTOR, WHICH REFERS TO BOTH MALES AND FEMALES; ALSO, BOTH MUST MEET SAME QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR A DOCTOR.)

A. A DEACON MUST BE FAITHFUL TO HIS WIFE OR HUSBAND (LITERALLY)  VS, 11,12,13.

(NOTE: THE WORD “WIVES” DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE GREEK IN V. 11.  THE PASSAGE SHOULD READ: “ LIKEWISE, THE SAME STANDARDS THAT APPLY TO MEN DEACONS APPLY TO WOMEN DEACONS.”)   

B. 1 TIM. 3: 11-13 IN THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE, ALSO EMPHASIZES THAT THE SAME REQUIREMENTS FOR MEN DEACONS MUST BE APPLIED TO WOMEN DEACONS.

C. NOTE TOO: IN VERSE 8, PAUL ADDRESSES THE MATTER OF “WINE.”  THE KING JAMES VERSION READS: DEACONS ARE NOT TO INDULGE IN “MUCH WINE.”  THE GREEK DOES NOT INCLUDE THE WORD “MUCH”!

IV. JUNIA PRAISED AS A WOMAN APOSTLE. ROM 16:7.

A. WAS IN PRISON WITH PAUL. 

B. CALLED OUTSTANDING AMONG THE “APOSTLES.” KJV. USES “OF NOTE,” MEANING NOTABLE.

C. SHE WAS A CONVERT BEFORE PAUL WAS.

V. PRISCILLA: ROM. 16:3.
A. IN GREEK, PAUL CALLS HER A FELLOW-WORKER AND COLLEAGUE.

CONLUSION: WOMEN TOOK LEADERSHIP ROLES IN BOTH OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS.

NEXT WEEK, I SHALL PLAN TO FINISH THIS STUDY ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SPREADING THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.  LISTEN TO NEXT WEEK’S SERMON AND STUDY THE OUTLINE WHICH WILL GO WITH IT.

