WHERE MOTH AND RUST CORRUPT

SCRIPTURE: 1 TIM. 6:10

I. BOUGHT NEW CAR.  DROVE IT OFF THE LOT, IT DEPRECIATED SOME 33%. (SELDOM, IF EVER, IS BUYING A NEW CAR A SOUND FINANCIAL INVESTMENT.) (DEPRECIATION IS GREAT.)

A. BOUGHT HOME:

1. USUALLY APPRECIATE. (CAN DEPRECIATE).

2. NOT ALWAYS. TODAY MANY HOME OWNERS OWE MORE ON THEIR HOMES THAT THE HOMES ARE WORTH.

B. INVESTMENTS IN STOCKS AND BONDS:

1. CAN GO DOWN AS WELL AS UP.\

C. INFLATION EATS AWAY AT OUR SAVINGS:

1. 1954- GAS WAS .25 CENTS PER GALLON. NOW OVER $3.00.

2. 1950S, NEW CARS SOLD FOR APPROX. 600-900 DOLLARS. NOW FROM $20-60,000.

3. DURING WWII IN GERMANY, INFLATION WAS SO RAMPANT THAT WOMEN WOULD GO TO THE BAKERY FOR BREAD EARLY, FOR BY NOON THE PRICE WOULD HAVE RISEN.

D. YES, INVESTING IN THINGS OF THIS WORLD IS SUPER RISKY.

E. PLUS, WE CAN’T TAKE IT WITH US!  GOD HAS LOANED US WHAT WE HAVE FOR A TIME, AND IT WILL BE LEFT BEHIND!

F. THERE ARE NO U-HAUL TRUCKS OR TRAILERS GOING TO THE GRAVE.

II. CHRIST TEACHES THE MULTITUDES: MATTHEW 5 &6.

A. MATT. 6:19-24- WHERE TO STORE YOUR TREASURE? IN HEAVEN, WHERE IT WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY.

III. GREED SUGGESTS THAT WE DON’T BELIEVE IN LIFE AFTER DEATH.  WE HAVE TO GRAB AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE AND KEEP IT AS LONG AS POSSIBLE.

IV. RINGTAIL MONKEY IS EASILY TRAPPED.

V. 1 TIM. 6:10- LOVE OF MONEY ROOT OF ALL EVIL.

VI. MATT. 6: 19-24- LAY NOT UP TREASURERS ON EARTH, BUT LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN.

A. HOW DO WE DO THIS?

1. SERVING CHRIST.

2. SERVING OUR FELLOW MAN.

3. LEADING OTHERS TO CHRIST.

4. GIVING TO PROGRAMS THAT PROMOTE HIS KINGDOM.

VII. DOG IN AESOP’S FABLES. GREEDY. DROPS HIS BONE FOR A MIRAGE.  ARE WE GREEDY LIKE THIS DOG?

VIII.  SUPPORTING TEXTS: LUKE 11:39; 12:15; I COR. 5:11; 6:10; LUKE 12: 16-21.

IX. TOLSTOY’S STORY: HOW MUCH LAND DOES A MAN NEED?  ANSWER: A FEW INCHES OVER SIX FEET. 

X. CONCLUSION: PRACTICE VALUES THAT REFLECT  CHRIST’S TEACHING OF STORING UP TREASURE IN HEAVEN, WHERE IT WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY, NOT A FEW YEARS.  DOING THIS WILL BRING BLESSINGS BEYOND MEASURE.  IF WE SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ALL OF THESE OTHER THINGS WILL BE ADDED TO US. MATT. 6:33.

