SERMON OUTLINE

7-23-11

“YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL  PROPHESY” (PART III)

SCRIPTURE: ACTS 2:17.  WOMEN AND MEN WILL PROPHESY.

I. REVIEW OF WOMEN’S ROLE IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP, SERMONS I AND II:

A. MEN AND WOMEN TO PROPHESY. ACTS 2: 17.

B. 1 COR. 14:29- PROPHETS SPOKE IN CH.URCH
C. MIRIAN- SELECTED BY GOD TO ASSIST MOSES. EX. 15.

D. HULDA- PROPHETESS AND SCHOLAR, 2 K. 22.

E. PHEBE- MINISTER, CLERGY, ROM. 16: 1,2. SERVED PAUL.

F. BOTH MEN AND WOMEN TO PRAY IN CHURCH. 1 COR. 11:4,5.

G. MEN AND WOMEN DEACONS TO MEET SAME MORAL STANDARDS, 1 TIM. 3: 8-13.

H. JUNIA, APOSTLE AND CALLED “OUTSTANDING” BY PAUL. ROM 16:7.

I. PRISCILLA, CALLED “COLLEAGUE” BY PAUL. ROM 16:3.

J. ACTS 21:8, PHILIP, THE EVANGELIST, HAD 4 DAUGHTERS WHO WERE PROPHETS.

K. PHIL. 4:2, PAUL REFERS TO TWO WOMEN EVANGELISTS.

II. 1 COR. 14: 34,35-  ARE WOMEN TO KEEP ABSOLUTELY SILENT IN CHURCH?

A. PAUL IS ADDRESSING DISORDER IN THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH.  WOMEN WHO WERE COMING OUT OF WORSHIPPING THE GODESS DIANA WERE BRINGING INTO THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH SUCH PAGAN TRADITIONS AS WOMEN SPEAKING OUT DURING WORSHIP WITH A BARRAGE OF QUESTIONS FOR THEIR HUSBANDS.

1. REMEMBER, HISTORY TELLS US THAT MEN AND WOMEN SAT ON OPPOSITE SIDES OF THE ROOM, AND THE WOMEN WERE, APPARENTLY, LOUDLY ASKING QUESTIONS OF THEIR HUSBANDS.  THIS WAS DISTURBING THE SERVICE.

2. I KNOW OF NO CHRISTIAN WHO WILL NOT ALLOW A WOMAN TO SAY “AMEN” IN CHURCH OR NOT ALLOW A HER TO SING PRAISES TO GOD IN CHURCH.

III. THE GREEK WORD USED HERE FOR “SILENT” SHOULD BETTER BE TRANSLATED: TRANQUIL, PEACEABLE, QUIET.  THE GREEK WORD DOES NOT MEAN TOTAL SILENCE.

IV. CORINTH AND EPHESUS WERE HOTBEDS OF EVIL, THE LAS VAGAS AND NEW YORK OF OUR DAY.

A. ACCORDING TO STRABO, THE HISTORIAN, THE PAGAN TEMPLE OF APHRODITE HAD, AT TIMES, AS MANY AS 1000 PROSTITUTES TAKING PART IN PAGAN WORSHIP.  

B. PAUL IS WARNING THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN CORINTH THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ALLOW PAGAN PROSTITUTES IN THE PROCESS OF CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY, TO BRING WITH THEM MANY OF THEIR PAGAN BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

C. POLYTHEISM, BELIEF IN MANY GODS, WAS AT THE HEART OF THE GREEK AND ROMAN RELIGIONS.  PAUL IS WARNING. AGAIN. THAT SUCH BELIEFS SHOULD NOT TAINT THE PURE TEACHINGS OF CHRISTIANITY BY WOMEN COMING OUT OF PAGANISM AND, IN A DISORDERLY WAY, LOUDLY ASKING QUESTIONS OF THEIR HUSBANDS.

D. THE GREEK GODDESS, APHRODITE, WAS BELIEVED TO DOMINATE MEN WITH HER LOVE AND BEAUTY.   PAUL WAS WARNING AGAINST SUCH TRADITIONS.

V. 1 COR. 11:3, PAUL IS NOTING THAT ALL (EXCEPT GOD THE FATHER), INCLUDING WOMEN, ARE SUBJECT TO SOME HIGHER AUTHORITY.  GOD IS THE HEAD OF CHRIST, CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE MAN, AND MAN IS THE HEAD OF THE WOMAN.  THIS IS NO NEW CONCEPT; IT IS TAUGHT THROUGH PAUL’S WRITINGS.  

A. 1 COR. 14. ALL, MEN AND WOMEN, ARE SUBJECT TO THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AND SHOULD LEARN IN  SUBMISSION TO ITS TRUTHS.  INTRODUCING  PAGAN IDEAS INTO CHRISTIANITY IS NOT ACCEPTABLE.

B. CORINTH WAS A CORRUPT CITY: ADULTERERS, HOMOSEXUALS, THIEVES, DRUNKARDS, SWINDLERS, ETC. 1 COR. 6:9,10.

1. PAUL WARNING CHURCH IN CORINTH NOT TO ALLOW SUCH INFLUENCES TO COME INTO CHURCH.

2.WOMEN ARE NOT TO CONTROL MEN.  EXOUSIA IS THE NORMAL WORD USED FOR AUTHORITY (TO CARRY OUT ONE’S OFFICIAL DUTIES.)  HOWEVER, HERE, PAUL CHOOSES AUTHENTEIN, WHOSE MEANING CARRIES WITH IT THE SUGGESTION OF VIOLENCE, SEXUAL CONTROL, AND DOMINATING OTHERS.  THEREFORE, PAUL IS SAYING THAT WOMEN SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO CONTROL MEN IN SUCH WAYS AND BY SUCH METHODS.

  3. CLEMENT, AN EARLY CHURCH FATHER, 

      LINKED THIS WORD TO SEXUAL ORGIES.

4. SUCH ACTIVITIES AND FEMALE DOMINATION, 

      PAUL IS CONDEMNING.
     VI.CONCLUSIONS:
a. IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, GOD CALLED WOMEN LEADERS.

b. IN THE NEW TESTAMENT GOD CALLED WOMEN LEADERS.  SOME WOMEN ARE CALLED CO-WORKERS, DEACONS, MINISTERS, AND APOSTLES.

c. THE BIBLE IS UNIFIED BECAUSE IT HAS THE SAME AUTHOR, GOD.  2 TIM. 3:16. 

d. WHEN A VAST BODY OF BIBLICAL INFORMATION CONFIRMS THE USE BY GOD OF WOMEN IN SPREADING THE GOSPEL, IF ONE OR TWO TEXTS SEEM TO CONTRADICT THE LARGE BODY OF EVIDENCE SUPPORTING WOMEN AS LEADERS IN THE CHURCH, WE MUST STUDY THE ONE OR TWO TEXTS AND FIND THE PROBLEM WHICH MAY BE: 

i. PASSAGES TAKEN OUT OF CONTEXT.

ii. MISUNDERSTANDING BY THE TRANSLATOR OF ALL SHADES OF MEANING OF THE ORIGINAL GREEK OR HEBREW WORD. 

iii. TRANSLATOR CHOSE WRONG ENGLISH WORD (DICTION).
iv. APPLICATION-  PASSAGE MAY APPLY TO ISSUES INVOLVING A SPECIFIC PERSON OR A SPECIFIC GROUP OF PEOPLE.

v. RIGHTLY UNDERSTOOD, ALL BIBLE PASSAGES COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER.

