SERMON OUTLINE

8-13-11

“JESUS IS PERSONA”

SCRIPTURE: JOHN 1:14
I. ALL RELIGIONS NOT ALIKE.  

A. BUDDHISM- IMPERSONAL, ALL THINGS ARE GOD.

B. CHRISTIANITY: PERSONAL, GOD REVEALED HIMSELF PERSONALLY THROUGH HIS SON.

C. SON, CHRIST, BECAME FLESH; JOINED THE RACE OF MANKIND WITH FLESH AND BLOOD.

D. CHRIST, OUR CREATOR AND ELDER BROTHER, DIED FOR US ON THE CROSS.

II. PAGANISM: SALVATION THROUGH SELF.

A. BUDDHISM.

B. BEOWULF.  (FIGHTS EVIL WITH OWN STRENGTH.

C. PAGANISM BELIEVES IN ACHIEVING SALVATION THROUGH SELF-RELIANCE AND WORKS.

III. ETERNAL GOD CREATED MANKIND IN HIS IMAGE, WITH A PATTERN. GEN. 1.

A. WITHIN THAT PATTERN, ALL CREATION HAS INDIVIDUAL QUALITIES.

1. EVERY PERSON HAS UNIQUE FINGERPRINTS.

2. ALSO, UNIQUE DNA.

B. NUMBER 7 SYMBOLIC OF PERFECTION AND COMPLETENESS.

1. DAYS OF WEEK, GEN. 1.

2. EGGS OF POTATO BUG HATCH, 7 DAYS.

3. THOSE OF CANARY, 14 DAYS.

4. THOSE OF BARNYARD HEN, 21 DAYS.

5. THOSE OF DUCKS AND GEESE, 28 DAYS.

6. THOSE OF MALLARDS, 35 DAYS.

7. THOSE OF PARROT, 42 DAYS.

8. NOTE: ALL DIVISIBLE BY 7, THE PERFECT NUMBER AND SYMBOL OF COMPLETENESS.

IV. JESUS FELT HUMAN EMOTIONS.

A. JESUS WEPT. 

B. DEMONSTRATED POWER OVER DEATH, RAISED LAZARUS.

C. VERY PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH LAZRUS AND THE TWO SISTERS.

D. CHRIST HUMBLED HIMSELF: PHILL. 2:8.

1. TOOK ON ROLE OF SERVANT.

2. OBEDIENT TO DEATH, BUT OVERCAME DEATH.

3. ROSE FROM GRAVE ON 1ST. DAY OF WEEK. MARK 16:9.

V. CHRIST HAD PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH HUMANS.

A. LAZRUS, HIS DISCIPLES, HIS MOTHER, ETC.

B. CAN WE EXPECT TO HAVE A STRONGER RELATIONSHI WITH ANOTHER HUMAN THAN WE HAVE WITH OUR CREATOR AND SAVIOR? IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT WE CAN.

C. OUR TIME ALONE WITH CHRIST IS EASILY IGNORED IN FAVOR OF TV. CASUAL CONVERSATION FACE-TO-FACE WITH OTHERS OR ON PHONE, AND THE CARES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THIS WORLD.

D. HAVE A DAILY TIME FOR WORSHIP AND ALLOW NOTHING SHORT OF AN EMERGENCY TO INTERFERE.

E. TALK TO CHRIST, YOUR BIG BROTHER, AS YOU WOULD TO YOUR MOST IMTIMATE FRIEND.

VI. ULTIMATE SOURCE OF CONTEMENT AND PEACE: OBEDIENCE AND SERVICE TO OUR BIG BROTHER AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. ECCL. 2: 25,26.

VII. SALVATION WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE TO YOU FOREVER.  SEEK CHRIST AND ETERNAL LIFE WHILE THEY MAY BE FOUND. IS. 55:6,7.

A. HOLD FAST TO ETERNAL LIFE. HEB. 10: 12-25.

B. HUMBLE YOURSELF. 2 PETER 1: 3,4.
C. JACK NICKALUS (EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY):

1. JACK CHALLENGED TO GAME OF GOLF BY CHARLIE BOSWELL, A BLIND MAN.

2. JACK TOOK CHALLENGE AND LOST.

3. JACK HUMBLED HIMSELF BY WRITING A $5,000 CHECK TO THE LOCAL BOYS’ CLUB; HE CALLED THIS MOMENT THE “MOST EXCITING MOMENT OF MY LIFE.”

4. CHRIST SHOWED HUMILITY BY WASHING DISCIPLES’ FEET.

5. WILL YOU ASK CHRIST TO GIVE YOU HUMILITY AND TO HELP YOU SEE YOURSELF AS HE SEES YOU?

6. FINALLY, ASK HIM TO FORGIVE YOU AND SAVE YOU!

VIII. CONCLUSION: CHRIST IS OUR CREATOR, OUR REDEEMED, AND OUR BIG BROTHER.  HOW MUCH MORE PERSONAL CAN HE BECOME?  TALK TO HIM NOW; TRUST YOUR LIFE TO HIM TODAY AND FOREVER.
