SERMON OUTLINE

8-27-11

“SATAN’S TRICKS, PART 1”

I. PURPOSE OF TRICKS: TO DECEIVE, MAKE THE

             FALSE APPEAR REAL.

A. SATAN, WORLD’S GREATEST DECEIVER.

B. HAD THOUSANDS OF YEARS EXPERIENCE DECEIVING MANKIND, EVEN MANY OF THE HEAVENLY ANGELS.

II. SATAN’S GREATEST TRICK: SUBSTITUTING MAN’S IDEAS FOR GOD’S WORD.

A. STANDARD OF TRUTH: THE LAW AND THE TESTIMONY. IS. 8:20.

B. SATAN WISHES TO MAKE MAN’S OPINIONS APPEAR TO BE WISER THAN GOD’S TRUTHS.
III. TWO TYPES OF RESEARCH EVIDENCE:

A. HUMAN OPINION AND HEARSAY. (SATAN’S METHOD, LACKING PERSUASIVE POWER).

B. EYEWITNESS AND GOD’S WORD. (TRUE, PERSUASIVE EVIDENCE.)

C. EXAMPLE: SKEPTIC TRIES TO PERSUADE BY OPINION;  HE SAYS,  “ I DON’T BELIEVE IN CHRIST’S RESURRECTION BECAUSE IT COULD NEVER HAPPEN.” (OPINION)

D. BIBLICAL EVIDENCE: OVER 500 EYE WITNESSES INCLUDING JAMES, THE TWELVE, CEPHAS, AND THE APOSTLE PAUL. (SUPPORTED BY HISTORIC AND PERSUASIVE FACT AND EYEWITNESS EVIDENCE.)

E. COL. 2:8- BEWARE OF VAIN DECEIT AND TRADITIONS OF MEN.

F. 2 PETER 1:21- BIBLE WRITTEN BY MEN SPOKEN TO BY GOD THROUGH HOLY GHOST, HOLY SPIRIT.

IV. TYPES OF RESEARCH: PRIMARY, SECONDARY, TERCERARY.

A. BIBLICAL RESEARCH ( AS WELL AS RESEARCH IN GENERAL) SHOULD BE BASED LARGELY ON PRIMARY SOURCE, NOT SECONDARY OF TERCERARY SOURCES.

B. THE PRIMARY RESOURCE FOR BIBLICAL RESEARCH IS THE BIBLE ITSELF.  (RULE OF THUMB, AT LEAST 80% OF RESEARCH SHOULD BE BASED ON PRIMARY SOURCE, THE BIBLE.)

C. BEWARE OF BIBLICAL COMMENTATORS WHO DO NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST THE MESSIAH, WHICH THEME RUNS THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE BIBLE FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION.

1. THESE SKEPTICAL WRITERS ARE LIKELY TO IGNORE ANY ALLUSIONS TO CHRIST AS THE MESSIAH.  

2. FOR EXAMPLE, CHECK JEWISH OR MUSLIM COMMENTARIES ON GEN. 3:15, AND YOU ARE LIKELY TO FIND THAT THEIR COMMENTS ON THIS PASSAGE MAKE NO REFERENCE TO CHRIST AS THE WOMAN’S SEED WHO WILL CRUSH THE SERPENT’S HEAD.

V. SOME ADDITIONAL TRICKS THAT SATAN USES:

A. MATT. 4:8- SATAN PROMISED WORLD TO CHRIST, BUT CHRIST REBUKES HIM BY QUOTING GOD’S WORD, WHICH FORBIDDS BOWING DOWN TO ANY OTHER BEING. SEE JOHN 2:17; 1 THESS. 5:22.

B. SATAN MAKES SIN LOOK RESPECTABLE (EVERYONE’S DOING IT!) SEE PROV. 17:15.

C. LESSENING NATURE OF SIN.  SONG 2:15; ROM 6:23; JAMES 2:10.
(NOTE: WATCH NEXT WEEK FOR PART 2 OF THIS MESSAGE AND LISTEN TO IT ON OUR WEBSITE UNDER “SERMONS.”  GOD BLESS YOUR AND YOURS!)

