SERMON OUTLINE

8-6-11

PERISH WITHOUT HOLY VISION

SCRIPTURE: PROVERBS 29:18

I. OVER 100 REFERENCES TO WORD “VISION” IN BIBLE.  

A . DEFINITION: CONCEPT FORMED BY THE MIND AND IMAGINATION.

II. SOME BIBLE CHARACTERS WHO HAVE SEEN  GODLY VISIONS: ABRAHAM, DANIEL, AMOS, PETER, PAUL, JOHN.

III. ALL VISIONS NOT FROM GOD. MATT. 4:8.

               A. SATAN TEMPTS CHRIST.

          1.TEST VISIONS BY GOD’S WORD.  IS. 8:20.

1V. AMERICA’S FOUNDING FATHERS EXPERIENCED GODLY VISION:

A. GEORGE WASHINGTON HAD ONE ATTEMPTING SODOME PUT OUT OF MILITARY.

B. JAMES MADISON FOUND MORAL CLARITY AND GUIDANCE IN BIBLE.

C. BENJAMIN RUSH, SIGNER OF CONSTITUTION, FOUND FOLLOWING CHRIST’S LIFE AND RULES TO BE FOUNDATION OF HAPPINES.

V. SURVEY FINDS THAT MOST AMERICNS BELIEVE WE ARE TOO MATERIALISTIC. 

VI. MORAL DECAY EVIDENT:

A. NUMBER OF ABORTIONS IN U.S. PER YEAR, APPROX. 1.37 MILLION.

1. APPROX. 3,700 PER DAY.

2. 64% OF ABORTINS PERFORMED ON UNMARRIED WOMEN.

3. PROTESTANTS OBTAIN 37:4 % OF ALL ABORTIONS.

VII. TWO TYPES OF VISIONS:

A. GODLY- ADMONISHES US TO FOLLOW GOD’S WORD AND DIRECTION.

B. SATANIC- SATAN PRESSURES US TO FOLLOW HIS WAY, THE BREAKING OF GOD’S WORD AND IGNORING GOD’S DIRECTION.

VII. LACK OF VISION IN CHRIST’S DAY. MATT. 21: 33-43.

A. JEWISH LEADERS TOLD THAT ISRAEL WILL BE REJECTED BECAUSE OF ITS STUBBORNESS AND SELF-ABSORBTION.

B. HE WILL SELECT A NEW NATION, THE GENTILES.

C. PAUL TAKES THE GOSPEL OF SALVATION TO GENTILES, WHO, THROUGH ACCEPTING CHRIST,ARE RECEIPENTS OF PROMISE MADE TO ABRAHAM. (NOTE: SALVATION STILL OPEN TO INDIVIDUAL JEWS WHO ACCEPT AND FOLLOW CHRIST.)

VIII. CONCLUSIONS:

A. THE FAITH OF OUR COUNTRY’S FOUNDING FATHERS IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR OURS.  WE MUST DEVELOP OUR OWN FAITH.

B. THOSE WITH HEAVENLY VISION SEEK GOD’S GUIDANCE.

C. NATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS CAN BE GODLY AT ONE TIME, BUT FALL AWAY.

D. GODLY VISIONS REQUIRE US TO LOOK UP AND SEEK GOD FOR HELP, NOT DOWN TO SATAN OR INTO OURSELVES.

E. GOD’S WORD IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL TRUE WISDOM AND VISION.

APPEAL: FOCUS YOUR VISION ON SPENDING ETERNITY WITH CHRIST IN HEAVEN, WHERE THERE WILL BE NO MORE DEATH, SORROW, OR CRYING.

