SERMON OUTLINE

9-17-11

GOD’S PLAN FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE

SCRIPTURE READING,   PS. 32:8
I. GRANDFATHER ENCOURAGES  SON TO SPEND MORE TIME PLANNING FOR HIS ETERNAL FUTURE THAN HE DOES FOR HIS EARTHLY CAREER.

II. FOCUSING ON ETERNITY REQUIRES SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE, DEDICATION AND ABSOLUTE COMMITMENT.
III. MAKE CHRIST CENTER OF YOUR LIFE:

A. NOW.

B. FUTURE.

C. WALTER CRONCRITE- GIVE LIFE EVERYTHING THAT YOU HAVE.

D. FRANK LOYD WRIGHT- THE PRICE OF SUCCESS IS DEDICATION, HARD WORK, AND UNREMITTING DEVOTION TO THE THING YOU WANT TO SEE HAPPEN.

1. THE ONE OVERIDING PURPOSE OF THIS LIFE IS TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT.

2. REACHING THIS GOAL WILL REQUIRE UNREMITTING DEVOTION.
IV. LIFE A STRUGGLE WITH SATAN AND HIS TEMPTATIONS.

A. EPH. 6:12- LIFE A STRUGGLE WITH EVIL POWERS.

B. HOWEVER, THE ETERNAL FATHER AND SON ARE OUR GENERALS IN THIS BATTLE.

1. SATAN THINKS THAT HE HAS WON THE MORAL WAR, BUT HE JUST WON THE BATTLE WHEN EVE FELL FOR HIS TEMPTATION, HIS LIE. GEN. 1,2.

2. CHRIST HAS WON THE MORAL WAR. GEN. 3:15. (ALSO: POWER OVER DEATH.)

3. CHRIST  HAS A PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. JER. 29:11.

4. ACKNOWLEDGE GOD IN ALL WAYS, AND HE WILL DIRECT YOUR PATHS. PROV. 3:5,6.
5. WE KNOW THAT CHRIST IS WITH US AND IN US IF WE KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. 1 JOHN 2:4.

V. THROUGH WHAT AVENUES DOES GOD LEAD US?

A. HIS WORD.

B. PRAYER.

C. CONVICTIONS.

D. CIRCUMSTANCES.

E. GODLY ADVICE FROM OTHERS.

F. SOFTENING OUR HEARTS.

VI. LOVING CHRIST WILL LEAD TO OUR:

A. APPRECIATING HIM.

B. OBEYING HIM.

C. TRUSTING HIM.

D. SERVING HIM.

E. SERVING HIS CHILDREN.

VII. OFTEN WE WINK AT SIN.

VIII. WINSTON CHURCHILL, MODEL OF COMMITMENT TO EARTHLY CAUSE, DEFEAT OF HITLER.  WE CAN USE HIS PRINCIPLES IN DEFEATING THE SPIRUTUAL HITLER, SATAN.

A. WE SHALL FIGHT SATAN AT HOME.

B. ON THE SEAS.

C. IN THE AIR.

D. IN THE FIELDS.

E. AT WORK.

F. IN THE STREETS AND THE HILLS.

G. WE SHALL NEVER SURRENDER TO SATAN!

1. CHRIST IS OUR GENERAL, AND HE KNOWS NO DEFEAT.

2. WE MUST TRUST HIS LEADERSHIP ABSOLUTELY.

IX. DAILY REQUIREMENTS FOR THOSE FOCUSING ON ETERNITY: 1 THESS. 5:8.
A. BE CLEARHEADED.

B. PUT ON ARMOUR OF FAITH AND LOVE.

C. PUT ON HELMENT OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN OUR GENERAL, CHRIST.
X. CURRENT EXAMPLE OF GOD’S LEADING:  TINA RINGGOLD, WHO, FOR THREE YEARS, SOUGHT A CHURCH TEACHING FULL BIBLE TRUTH.

A. SHE PRAYED DAILY FOR SUCH GUIDANCE.

B. SHE STUDIED THE BIBLE AVIDLY.

C. SHE WENT TO THE WWW AND FOUND SOME 500 SABBATH-KEEPING CHURCHES.

D. FROM THIS LIST OF 500 CHURCHES, THE HOLY SPIRIT LED HER TO CHOOSE GUTHRIE MEMORIAL CHAPEL.
E. IN JULY, 2011, PASTOR HEVENER WAS PRIVILEGED TO BAPTIZE HER IN A PEACEFUL LAKE IN VIRGINIA.

XI. CONCLUSION:  GOD WILL GUIDE US IF WE ASK HIM, OBEY HIM, AND TRUST HIM.

