WHY SHOULD I ATTEND CHURCH?

9-24-11

I. AT SPORTS EVENTS, WE DON’T HEAR PEOPLE COMPLAINING ABOUT HARD BENCHES, THE GATEKEEPER WANTING MONEY, SITTING WITH HYPOCRITS, HEARING MUSIC NEVER HEARD BEFORE, ETC.  

A. HOWEVER, WE OFTEN HEAR SUCH EXCUSES FOR NOT ATTENDING CHURCH.

B. WHEN WE MAKE SUCH LAME EXCUSES, WE ARE REVEALING OUR SPIRITUAL ANEMIA.

C. WE DON’T SEE OUR TRUE NEED, SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.

D. OUR VALUES ARE WARPED.  WE HAVE MORE CONCERN FOR WHO WINS THE BALL GAME THAN WE HAVE FOR OUR ETERNAL SALVATION WITH CHRIST AND OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

II. SOME REASONS WE SHOULD ATTEND CHURCH:

A. IT EXPRESSES OUR LOVE FOR GOD.  REV. 4:11.

B. IT BUILDS OUR SPIRITUAL STRENGTH. ROM. 10:17.

C. IT BRINGS A SPECIAL VISIT FROM CHRIST. MATT. 18:20.

D. PROVIDES FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS. MATT. 6:15; ECCL. 4:9-12; JOHN 15: 13-15; PROV. 3:32.

E. AN ACT OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD. JAMES 4:17; HEB. 10: 24-26.

F. PROVIDES CONFIRMATION OF SPIRITUAL LEADERS. HEB. 13:17; 1 THESS. 11-13.

G. STRENGTHENS OUR PRAYER LIFE. LEV. 26:8.

H. HONORS LORD’S DAY (7TH DAY SABBATH.) EX. 20:8.

I. PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN GOD’S WILL AND TO GROW SPIRITUALLY. JOHN 3:16; 1:1-3.

J. BETTER PREPARES US TO WITNESS AS CHRIST’S DISCIPLES.  2 TIM. 2:15.

III. CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE IN WITNESSING:

A. INFLUENCE IS: THE ABILITY TO PRODUCE AN EFFECT WITH NO APPARENT FORCE. 

B. SOME PRINCIPLES FOR EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN WITNESSING:

1. KNOW GOD’S WORD.

2. ASK THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GIVE YOU A HEAVY BURDEN FOR SOULS, EVEN ONE SOUL.

3. DON’T DOMINATE SCENE.  LISTEN TO IDEAS OF OTHERS.  EXPOSE ERROR KINDLY AND FROM SCRIPTURE.

4. LEAD BY EXAMPLE.

5. BE PATIENT WITH OTHERS. TITUS 3:1-3.

6. ASK HOLY SPIRIT TO GIVE YOU HIS SPIRIT THAT CAN INFLUENCE OTHERS TO SEEK CHRIST.

7. RECOGNIZE POWER OF HOLY SPIRIT TO CONVINCE AND CONVERT.

8. EXAMPLE OF SUCH POWER: ALEXANDER ROSTOVZEV WAS RUSSIAN ACTOR.  HE WAS ACTING IN A PLAY THAT WOULD POKE FUN AT CHRIST AND WAS TO READ SEVERAL PASSAGES FROM CHRIST’S SERMON ON THE MOUNT.  (MATT. 5) WHEN STARTING TO READ ”BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,” ETC. THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLED HIM, AND HE STARTED TO TREMBLE.  HE KEPT ON READING EVEN THOUGH HIS FELLOW-ACTORS TRIED TO COACH HIM TO STOP.  HE DIDN’T STOP.  HE WAS BROUGHT UNDER CONVICTION AND REPEATED A BIBLE VERSE HE REMEMBERED FROM CHILDHOOD: “LORD, REMEMBER ME WHEN THOU COMEST INTO THEY KINGDOM.” (LUKE 23:42.)  BEFORE THE CURTAIN COULD BE LOWERED, HE WAS CONVICTED AND BORN AGAIN, FINDING CHRIST AND SALVATION ON A GODLESS STAGE IN RUSSIA.

9. FRIEND, WILL YOU GIVE YOUR LIFE TO CHRIST NOW AND ASK HIM TO PREPARE YOU FOR HIS KINGDOM?  I ENCOURAGE YOU TO DO JUST THAT THIS VERY MOMENT.
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