SERMON OUTLINE

6-18-11

THESIS: LOVE IS THE BASIS OF GODLY FATHERING

SCRIPTURE: 1 COR. 13:4

I. THE GODLY FATHER WILL LOOK TO HIS PATTERN FOR GUIDANCE, THAT PATTERN BEING JEHOVAH.

II. UNTIL THE AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, THE PARENTS, ESPECIALLY THE FATHER, STANDS IN THE PLACE OF GOD IN THE MIND OF THE CHILD.

III. QUALITIES OF GOD THAT FATHER SHOULD EMULATE:

A. PS. 25: GOOD, KIND, CONSIDERATE, GENEROUS, MERCIFUL, FORGIVING, PATIENT.

B. GOD IS JUDGE; FATHER OFTEN MUST BE JUDGE IN REARING CHILDREN.  2 TIM. 4: 1-8.

C. FATHER SHOULD ENCOURAGE CHILD TO REPENT AND BE CHILD’S EXAMPLE.

IV. LOVE IS FOUNDATION OF FATHER/CHILD RELATIONSHIPS.

A. LOVE IS: KIND, HUMBLE, NOT RUDE, PATIENT, NOT EASILY ANGERED, PROTECTS, HATES EVIL AND DISHONESTY, AND LOVES THE GOOD.

B. FATHER A GIVER: MATT. 7: 9-11.

V. FATHER CONCERNED FOR THE BALANCED GROWTH OF CHILD.

A. SPIRITUAL, MENTAL, PHYSICAL, AND EMOTHIONAL GROWTH.

B. FATHER ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY TO FAMILY AND CHILD.

C. FATHER PROVIDES.

D. FATHER SERVES HIS FAMILY AS CHRIST SERVED LOST MANKIND.

VI. WAYWARD SON: LUKE 15.

A. SON REPENTS.

B. RETURNS TO FATHER.

C. FATHER IS OVERJOYED TO BE ABLE TO FORGIVE SON.

D. LORD KNOWS HOW TO DELIVER US OUT OF TEMPTATION.  2 PETER 2:9.

VII. WHAT MEMORIES DO YOU HAVE OF YOUR FATHER?  

VIII. AT SOME POINT IN LIFE, ALL OF US HAVE BEEN THE WAYWARD SON/DAUGHTER.  IF YOU ARE STILL WAYWARD, RETURN TO CHRIST, WHO WILL GREET YOU WITH OUTSTRETCHED ARMS AND FORGIVE YOU OF ALL SINS.  HE WILL ACCEPT YOU BACK INTO HIS HEAVELY FAMILY.

