SERMON OUTLINE, 7-2-11

“YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY”  ACTS 2:17

I. OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS INSPIRED BY SAME GOD.

A. LUKE IN ACTS 2:17, ALLUDES TO PASSAGE IN JOEL, STATING THAT GIFT OF LEADERSHIP, PROPHECY, IS OPEN TO BOTH MALE AND FEMALE.

B. PROPHET- MEANS “A MESSANGER FROM GOD.”

C. 1 COR. 12- PROPHECY IS ONE OF THE GIFTS OF LEADERSHIP ALONG WITH WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, AND FAITH.

D. EPH. 4:11- PROPHECY, AGAIN, IS ONE OF THE GIFTS OF LEADERSHIP ALONG WITH EVANGELISTS, PASTORS, AND TEACHERS.

E. GIFT OF PROPHECY EQUAL TO ALL OTHER NAMED GIFTS.

II  OVERVIEW OF SELECT WOMEN LEADERS IN 

OLD TESTAMENT:

A. MIRIAM- EX. 15. SELECTED BY GOD 

TO ASSIST MOSES, HER BROTHER, IN DELIVERY OF ISRAEL FROM EGYPT.

B. DEBORAH- RULED ISRAEL AS SENIOR JUDGE AS WELL AS BEING A PROPHET. JUDGES 5.

C. HULDAH- PROPHETESS INSTRUCTS JUDAH THAT THEY MUST RETRUN TO OBEYING GOD’S WORD, WHICH HAD BEEN LOST AND THEN FOUND. 

     2 KINGS 22.

III.  HOW DID JESUS VIEW WOMEN?

A. JEWISH CULTURE SAW WOMEN AS PROPERTY TO BE OWNED, NOT AS PERSONS EQUAL TO MEN.

B. SHE WAS OWNED BY HER FATHER OR HER HUSBAND.

C. WOMEN WERE NOT TO BE SPOKEN TO IN PUBLIC.

D. NOT ALLOWED TO STUDY THE LAW.

E. IN THE SYNAGOGUE SHE HAD TO SIT PASSIVELYAND LISTEN. 

F. GREEK CULTURE:

1. HELD LOW VIEWS OF WOMEN.

2. WOMEN PRIESTESSES IN PAGAN RELIGION, OFTEN PARTICIPATED AS TEMPLE PROSTITUTES.

3. NEVER WENT IN PUBLIC ALONE.

4. NEVER ATTENDED PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES.

IV. JESUS’ RESPONSE TO SOCIETY’S VIEW OF WOMEN?

A. HE TALKED IN PUBLIC TO WOMEN. JOHN 4;27.

B. HE TAUGHT WOMEN IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE. MARK 6; LUKE 10.

C. HE TAUGHT WOMEN. MATT.14.

D. HE GAVE WOMEN ACTIVE ROLE IN MISISTRY. LUKE 8: 1-3; MATT. 27: 55-56.

V. CONCLUSION:  BOTH OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS HONORED WOMEN AND VALUED THEM AS LEADERS IN SERVING GOD.

(NOTE: ON JULY 16, 2011, THIS SERMON WILL BE FINISHED WITH MANY MORE DETAILS CONCERNING WOMEN LEADERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT; ALSO, SEVERAL OF PAUL’S MISUNDERSTOOD STATEMENT CONCERNING WOMEN, WILL BE STUDIED.)

